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Extended visits to the country of family origin provide important opportunities to reaffirm family, linguistic and cultural identities. As such, they are extremely positive, personal and educational experiences. When managed in a supportive way by schools, they provide unique opportunities for enriching the curriculum, ethos and life of the school and contribute significantly to the building of pupil’s self-esteem, confidence and well being. 
At the same time there is strong evidence to indicate that visits repeated at different times in a pupil’s education and resulting in significant absence from school during term time are disruptive to the pupil’s education and have a negative impact on attainment. Therefore, the school should always be consulted and their advice be taken in order to benefit the pupil’s learning progress.
Suggestions for schools:
· Alert parents to the legal position.  Schools have the discretion to grant up to 10 days leave of absence, and only longer if circumstances are exceptional.  Should the school have authorised 10 school days leave and the child fails to return following a further 10 school days from the agreed date of return, the school can then consider removing the child from the school roll, providing the school have made every effort to locate the child.”   If there is no notification about extended leave and no agreement concerning a date of return and the school has made every effort to contact the parents/carers – after a four week period of absence the school can legally remove the student from the school roll.  (Note:  all school roll removals must be notified to the Education Welfare Officer (EWO) if a destination is not known).

· Find out whether the pupil is likely to attend school while abroad.
· Where appropriate, staff may set some work specific to the country being visited and send the free EMASS Extended Leave Learning Booklets.
· Encourage the pupil to talk about experiences gained abroad and share these with the rest of the class. Consider how this can be introduced into a unit of work. Ask the pupil to bring in artifacts.
· Make appropriate arrangements for the assessment on return, allowing time for the pupil to settle first.
· Liaise with parents to ensure support for the child’s progress and welfare.
· As far as possible, ensure that the pupil is re-admitted to the same class and is not among strangers, especially in the case of young children.
Guidance on issues to share with parents:
· Pupils who miss school for six weeks fall behind in their learning by a full term. Some pupils never catch up and can have difficulty in their exams as a result.

· Make sure parents know when the national and school assessments are held; currently between May and June for Year 2, Year 6 and Year 11. 

· Educational outcomes affect future economic well-being.

· Encourage extending holidays around school holidays, such as one week before and one week afterwards.

· Parents must always get permission from schools before booking a trip, as only the school can authorise a leave of absence.

· Stress the importance of completing the learning provided by the school.
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